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XVI. Descriptions of Nine new Species of the Genus Carex, 

Natives of the Himalaya Alps in Upper Nepal. By Mr. 
David Don, Lib. L. S. 

Read December 2, 1823. 

Among a collection of specimens of Nepal plants, received by 
Mr. Lambert, some time ago, from Dr. Wallicli, I was fortunate 
in meeting with nine species of the genus Carex, which, on a 
careful investigation, prove to be different from any hitherto 
recorded in the writings of botanists. These species appear to 
have a greater affinity to the European than to the American 
portion of the genus. They are only to be considered as a small 
proportion of the species yet to be discovered in the Nepalese 
alps: for, when the extensive range of lofty mountains, which 
extend along the northern frontier of Nepal, shall become better 
known to botanists, we have every reason to believe that a rich 
harvest of new species will be added, both to this and to the 
other genera of the family of Cyperacece. In the formation of 
the characters of the new species I am about to describe, and 
which I have now the honour of submitting to the Linnean So¬ 
ciety, I have followed as a model the admirable Monograph of 
the British species of this genus, by a learned Vice-President of 
this Society, the Lord Bishop of Carlisle, and printed in the 
2d volume of the Society’s Transactions. TIis Lordship justly 
remarks, that a generic character is still wanting for this exten¬ 
sive and diversified genus; and I am further inclined to think 

2 u 2 with 




326 Mr. D. Don’s Descriptions of Nme new Species 

with him, that it will be found, perhaps, expedient to divide it 
into several genera: for Carex, as at present constituted, may 
rather be regarded as a tribe of the family Cyperacea, than as 
constituting a solitary genus. 

* Spied compositd, androgynd. 

1. C. nubigena, digyna; spiculis sub-novenis ovatis confertis, 
arillis ovatis striatis rostratis bifidis margine denticulato- 
scabris, glumis ovatis acuminatis, culmo striato nudo in- 
fernb tereti, foliis involutis. 

Habitat in summis alpibus Nepal iae. Wallich. if.. 

Radix fibrosa, caespitosa. Culmi numerosi, erecti, palmares 
v. nunc ferb pedales, striati, glabri, nudi, fistulosi, lenti, in- 
femb, e medio ad basin usque, teretes, apice ancipiti-com- 
pressi; altero latere convexo. Folia angusth linearia, acuta, 
glabra, pallid^ viridia, culmis breviora, primd erecta, dein 
recurvata, subtfis striata, semilineam lata, apicem versus 
attenuata, margine asperh crebrbque denticulata. Bractea 
angustb lineares, striatae, apice attenuate et triquetne, 
marginibus dorsoque scabrse, spied dupl6 tripldve longio- 
res. Vagina null®. Spica composita, densa, ferb un- 
cialis. Spicnla ovatae, 6, 8, scepiils 9 confertae, 2 lineas 
longae. Glitma ovatae, argenteae, nitidae, demfim rufe- 
scentes, dein apice decidente arillis breviores : nervo va- 
lido scabro, in acumen deciduum ultra squamam ipsam 
producto. Arilli subrotundo-ovati, rostrati, striati, supra 
concaviusculi, subtils convexi, apice bifidi et incurvi; 
margine inferiore alato ac inermi; superiore denticulis 
scabro. 

'I'he rounded naked culms of this species, and its involute 
leaves, which give .it a distant resemblance to some species of 
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Scirpus, had suggested to me at first the trivial name of Scirpoi- 
des, as being applicable to it; but, as there is already another 
species to which this appellation has been given, I have proposed 
for it the name of JSlubigena , in allusion to the elevated regions 
in which it grows. 

2. C. foliosa , digyna; spied elongatd, spiculis ovato-oblongis ad- 

pressis ; inferioribus subremotis, arillis ellipticis brevd ro- 
stratis bifidis margine laevibus, glumis ovatis aristatis, 
culmo acuth triquetro scabro, foliis planis. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. TVallich. V -. 

Radix fibrosa, densd caespitosa. Culmi erecti, foliosi, acute 
triquetri, solidi, foliis breviores: angulis scabris. Folia 
linearia, plana, spithamaea v. ferk pedalia, lineam lata, 
utrinque lactk viridia, margine carindque infernb scabra, 
apicem versus attenuata, triquetra ac asperids denticulata. 
Bractece setaceae, asperse, spiculis saepb multd longiores. 
Vagina nullae. Spica composita, bipollicaris. Spiculce 
numerosae (12—16), ovato-oblongae, adpressee, sessiles. 
Glumce ovatae, cinereae, scariosae, nitidae : nervo valido, vi- 
ridi, ultra squamae ipsius apicem protenso, aristamque 
constituente. Arilli elliptici, brevd rostrati, squamis bre¬ 
viores, margine laeves, apice bifidi. 

** Spicis distinct is, apice masculis. 

3. C. lenta, digyna; vaginis elongatis pedunculo brevioribus, 

spicis filiformibus cernuis apice masculis, glumis ellipticis 
acutis, arillis ovatis striatis pilosis rostratis. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. Wallich. il. 

Radix fibrosa. Culmi erecti, bipedales, graciles, trigoni, 
laeves. Folia erecta, linearia, plana, pallidk viridia, glau- 
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cescentia, subtiis laevia, supn\ striata ac scabra, culmis 
mult6 longiora, infernb conduplicata. Bractece angustb 
lineares, apice setaceae, suprti margineque scabrae, saepfc 
spicis duplo longiores: vaginis elongatis, teretibus, striatis, 
laeviusculis, pedunculo dupl6 breviores, demiim ad basin 
usque hiantibus. Pedunculi longi, capillares, compressi, 
denticulato-scabri; inferiores bi- v. tri-pollicares. Spicce 
plures (3—9)> solitarise, remotae, breves, cylindraceee, te¬ 
nues, cernuae, simplices v. subcompositae, apice masculae. 
Glumce ellipticae, acutae, pallidb fuscae, scariosae, nervo 
viridi carinatae. Arilli ovati, costati, compressiusculi, 
long^ rostrati, pilis brevibus asperati, glumis multd longi¬ 
ores, apice bifurci. 

4. C. macrolepis , digyna; vaginis elongatis pedunculo breviori- 
bus, spicis strictis cylindraceis apice masculis, glumis lan- 
ceolatis longk cuspidatis, arillis ovatis rostratis scaberrimis 
costatis apice bipartitis. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. Wallich. y. 

Radix fibrosa. Culmi stricti, obtusk trigoni, glabri, virides, 
striati, spithamaei v. pedales, foliosi. Folia linearia, plana, 
nervosa, vix lineam lata, glauca, supr& margineque scabra, 
subtiis laevia; radicalia culmis longiora. Bractece lineares, 
foliaceae, longissimae, supra scabrae; inferioribus culmum 
aequantibus. Vagince elongatae, tubulosae, glabrae, sulcatae, 
pedunculo dupl6 breviores. Pedunculi graciles, stricti, 
compressi, margine denticulati. Spicce plures (5—6), so- 
litariae, distantes, cylindraceae, strictae, apice masculae. 
Glumce lanceolatae, margine niveae, dorso virides, ad api- 
cem nervo medio in aristam longissimam denticulato- 
scabram producto. Arilli ovati, compressiusculi, longb 
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rostrati, costati, setis numerosis exiguis scaberrimi, glumis 
breviores, apice altb bifurci. 

This species agrees in some respects with the Carex hirta; but 
this last belongs to a different section, having terminal, distinct, 
male spikes; the leaves are also green, and generally clothed 
with soft hairs ; the fruit is hairy, with a shorter beak, constantly 
longer than the glumes, which are broader, more scariose, and 
terminated by a much shorter and less rigid point. In the male 
spikes the glumes are broad, ferrugineous, and shortly pointed. 
The Carex hirta being trigynous is also an important differential 
mark. 

5. C. longipes, digyna; vaginis elongatis pedunculo 4-pl6 bre- 
vioribus, spicis cylindraceis erectis apice masculis, glumis 
ellipticis aristatis, arillis ovatis costatis glabris rostratis. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. Wallich. it . -i . 

Radix fibrosa. Culmus erectiis, lentus, sesquipedalis, obtusfc 
trigonus, sulcatus, glaber, nitidus. Folia linearia, plana, 
viridia, striata, lineam lata, margine scabra, culmis bre- 
viora, apice mucronata. Bractea foliaceae, pedunculorum 
longitudine : vaginis elongatis, sulcatis, glabris, pollicari- 
bus v. ultriL Pedunculi erecti, graciles, ancipiti-compressi, 
4—7 pollices longi: angidis apicem versus scabris. Spicce 
cylindraceae, erectae, pollicares, simplices, rarb basi spi¬ 
cule unic& laterali auctae, apice semper terminatae spicukt 
masculfi. Gluma ellipticae, pallid^ fuscescentes, dorso 
virides, nervo medio in aristam longam scabrb denticula- 
tam producto. Arilli ovati, compressiusculi, aristis glu- 
marum multb breviores, costis pluribus notati, virides, 
apice longiils rostrati, bifurci, omni parte, nisi rostrum, 
glabri, parum lucidi. 
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6. C. setigera, trigyna; vaginis elongatis sulcatis, spicis cylindra- 
ceis strictis apice masculis; terminalibus omnirib masculis, 
glumis lath ellipticis aristatis, arillis ovalibus triquetris 
rostratis scabris. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. JVallich. it . 

Radix repens. Cidmi erecti, pedales v. sesquipedales, foliosi, 
obtush trigoni, infemh teretes, glabri, striati. Folia line- 
aria, plana, rigida, subtus carinata, glabra, supra scabra, 
laeth viridia, apice mucronata; radicalia culmo longiora, 
basi sanguinea, et in vaginam longam cylindraceam, more 
Caricis ampullacea, rudimentis fibrosis connexam imbri- 
cata. Bractece inferiores longissimae, foliis similes ; su- 
premce setaceae : vaginis sesqui- v. bipollicaribus, glabris, 
sulcatis. Pedunculi stricti, ancipiti-compressi, striati, om- 
nino, nisi apices, laeves, vaginis bractearum longiores, ipsi 
infra medium propria vaginuld instructi. Spicce foemineae 
strictae, plures (4—5), sesqui- v. bipollicares, cylindraceae, 
densae, apice semper masculae; inferioribus remotis, lon- 
giiis pedunculatis; masculinis terminalibus, paucis (2—3), 
sessilibus, strictis, foemineis non absimilibus. Glumce latb 
ellipticae, ferrugineae, nitidae, margine scarioso argenteo, 
nervo lutescente ultra ipsius squamae apicem in aristam 
setaceam producto. Arilli ovales, triquetri, rostrati, sca- 
bri, apice emarginati, glumis breviores. 

The habit of this species approaches near to Carav ampullacea ; 
but the obtuse glumes and the smooth inflated fruit in that spe¬ 
cies will prevent their being confounded. 

*** Spicis sexu distinctis, masculis subsolitariis. 

7- C. chlorostachys , trigyna; vaginis nullis, spicis foemineis cy- 
lindraceis erectis pedunculatis ; masculis solitariis, glumis 
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ovato-lanceolatis acuminatis apice scabris, arillis ventri- 
cosis costatis apice rostratis bifurcis glum& longioribus. 

Habitat in Nepali® alpibus. IVallich. y . 

Radix fibrosa. Culmi erecti, pedales, acute triquetri, sulcati, 
virides: angulis aspere serrulatis. Folia linearia, plana, 
utrinque viridia, nervosa, membranacea, acuminata, cul- 
mis s®pb longiora, erecta, 2 lineas lata, supr& margineque 
asperb denticulata. Bractecs foliace®, latb lineares, viri¬ 
des, apicem culmi superantes : vaginis nullis. Pedunculi 
semiunciam longi v. ultra, capillares, triquetri, scabri. 
Spices feeminecs 4, erect®, pollicem v. sesquipollicem long®; 
cylindrace®, crassiusc.ul®, omnino virentes ; masculines so- 
litari®, terminales, brevb pedicellat®, unciales, filiformes. 
Glumes fcerninece ovato-lanceolat®, acuminat®, arillis bre- 
viores, virentes, apice scabr®; masculcs ovato-oblong®, 
argente®, mucronat®, apice asper®. Arilli ovati aut el- 
liptici, ventricosi, longb rostrati, bifurci, virides, costati, 
l®ves. 

Tlie Carex Pseudo-cyperus, to which our plant is next akin, 
differs from it in the female spikes being drooping; the glumes, 
both male and female, being terminated by a long rough spinu- 
lose point; in the fruit being shorter than the glumes, more 
strongly ribbed, and deeply forked. The leaves are also rougher 
above, and the whole plant nearly twice the size. 

8. C. lenticularis , digyna; vaginis nullis, spicis feemineis filifor- 
mibus pedunculatis patulis; masculis solitariis peduncu- 
latis, glumis cuneatis: acumine longo spinuloso, arillis 
cuneato-orbiculatis papilloso-micantibus compressis mar- 
ginatis. 

Habitat in Nepali® alpibus. Wallich. y .. 
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Radix fibrosa. Culmi erecti, sesquipedales, acutb triquetri, 
striati, ferfe omni parte laeves, glauci. Folia linearia, plana, 
glauca, spithamaea aut ultra, lineam lata, laevia, ad apicem 
carina margineque spinuloso-scabra. Bractece foliaceae, 
culmi apicem longk excedentes: vagina nulla). Pedun- 
culi capillares, teretiusculi, parck spinulosi, pollicem v. 
sesquipollicem longi. Spicce fceminece 4, patulae, filiformes, 
pedunculis longiores; mascula solitariae, filiformes, erectae, 
pedunculatae, sesqui- v. 24 - pollices longae. Glumce fami¬ 
ne# cuneatae, scariosae, fuscae, dorso virides, apice acumine 
longo spinuloso terminatae; masculince cuneato-oblongae, 
scariosae, fuscae, apice truncatae, nervo medio ultra ipsius 
squamae apicem in mucronem brevem scabrum producto. 
Arilli cuneato-orbiculati, compressi, mitissimi, papilloso- 
micantes, fuscescentes, adpressb imbricati, ore virente ob- 
tuso marginati, glumis breviores.. 

9. C. alopecuroides, trigyna; vaginis nullis, spicis foemineis erec- 
tis cylindraceis subsessilibus: masculis solitariis, glumis 
ellipticis acuminatis supemc scabris, arillis lanceolatis 
compressis laevibus apice truncatis emarginatis. 

Habitat in Nepaliae alpibus. Wallich. n . 

Radix fibrosa. Culmi stricti, pedales v. sesquipedales, acut& 
triquetri, striati: angulis alatis, laevibus, apicem versus 
scabris. Folia linearia, mucronata, erecta, laetfe viridia, 
culmos fere longitudine aequantia, lineam v. saepiits ses^ 
quilineam lata, striata, carinata, infernk inermia, versus 
apicem exasperata. Bractece foliaceae, longissimae, mucro- 
natae : vagina nullae. Spica fccminea, Alopecuri v. Phlei 
quibusdam non parbm absimiles, erectae, crassiusculae, 
teretes, aequales, obtusae, glauco-virentes, unciam sive 
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nunc sesquiunciam longe, brevissimk pedunculate; mus- 
culce solitarie, terminates, brevissimk pedunculate, foemi- 
neis paulo breviores. Glumes famine a elliptice aut lan¬ 
ceolate, acuminate, virentes, margine albide, acumine 
scabro ; masculines foemineis omnino similes, nisi quod ille 
sunt longiores, magls scariose ac pallentes. Arilli lan- 
ceolati, virides, adpressi, leves, glumis longiores, apice 
truncati et emarginati. 
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